Train club pushes school board to revisit station decision

LINDSAY - A local group's hope of including one of the area's only remaining train stations in a railway heritage park was derailed by the public school board in February, but the local model railway club continues to chug along.

Lindsay and District Model Railroaders president Russell Moore pled the case in person to Trillium Lakelands District School Board trustees Tuesday (March 23) night, hoping to reverse the board's earlier decision to keep the former Omemee train station at Lady Eaton Elementary School. 

"In a nutshell, we believe that you, the board have made a mistake in your decision of Feb. 9, and tonight we would ask that you revisit that decision," said Mr. Moore. 

At one point, there were about 60 railway stations and flagstop shelters in the area. Now only 10 remain, including the Omemee building. The club would like to move the building to Memorial Park on Lindsay Street in Lindsay, where a railway heritage site is moving forward thanks to a $100,000 investment by city council in the 2009 budget. 

Although the Omemee Historical Society has told the club it wishes to retain the building, Mr. Moore pointed out that the school board had previously offered the building and hopes trustees will reconsider their recent decision. He empathizes with the historical society's wishes, but noted the heritage and history of the building would be better served at a designated site, rather than at the school where it is currently being used as a utility and storage shed. 

Trustees received the presentation and thanked Mr. Moore and fellow members for attending. 

The matter will be dealt with further in April.
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